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For Immediate Release:

May 12, 2022

President Muse Bihi Abdi Discusses Security Cooperation with 

U.S. AFRICOM Commander in Hargeisa

President Muse Bihi Abdi today welcomed to Somaliland General Stephen Townsend, 
Commander of the United States Africa Command (AFRICOM), for consultations to advance 
mutual security interests in East Africa. General Townsend, the highest ranking U.S.
Government official to visit Somaliland since 1991, was accompanied by U.S. Ambassador Larry 
Andre and other American officials.

During their meeting at Hargeisa Egal International Airport, President Bihi noted that "This visit 
is an important step in the deepening partnership between Somaliland and the United States, 
and reflects a new chapter in our relations. Somaliland's coast guard contributes to the 
protection of vital sea routes that benefit all countries. Greater cooperation and coordination 
between Somaliland and AFRICOM will improve maritime safety and security, facilitating trade 
and prosperity in East Africa."

During their visit, General Townsend and Ambassador Andre will tour the Port of Berbera and 
Berbera International Airport, both of which have been recently expanded and modernized to 
better serve the economic, humanitarian, and security needs of Somaliland, its partners and the 
region. The visit follows an AFRICOM survey mission to Berbera that took place in August 2021.

###

This material is distributed by Finsbury Glover Tiering on behalf of the Republic of Somaliland. 

For more information visit www.fara.gov

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 05/12/2022 12:38:35 PM


